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Art Unit: 3672 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,4-1 1,13,22,26-32,34,43 and 46-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant |-egards as the invention. 

Independent claims 1 ,22 and 43 all state " a stress absorbing material that is 
coated on the sleeve or that is embedded within the sleeve". Coating and embedding 
are not equivalent structure and cannot be presented in alternative fashion. As to claim 
46, this claim depends from canceled claim 44. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

Claims 1,5-9,14-20,22,26-32,35-51,43 and 46-57 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gano 5,507346. 
As to claims 1 and 14, Gano discloses (figs. 1-3) a method of casing a wellbore 
comprising providing a casing with a sleeve 26 of stress absorbent material coated 
thereon. Placing the coated casing into the well. As to claims 5,16,26,37,47 and 53, 
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the coating 48 is on the interior surface. As to claims 7,17,28,38,49 and 55, the coating 
38 is on the exterior surface. As to claims 8,18,29,39,50 and 56, there is no step of 
coating and the claim actually calls for a coated sleeve. How the coating is applied is 
not material. As to claims 9,19,30,40,51 and 57, the coating comprises fiber and resin 
(see col. 8, lines 41-45). As to claims 20,31,32 and 41, a casing collar 34 is connected 
to the end of the casing. The casing collar is a hollow cylindrically shaped housing. As 
to claims 22 and 35, Gano discloses a method of reducing transmission of stress from a 
casing to a cement sheath comprising providing a casing comprising a sleeve 26 having 
a stress absorbing coating (38,48), placing the casing in the wellbore 10 to form an 
annulus and placing cement 14 into the annulus and allowing the cement composition to 
set within the annulus to bond the casing to the formation (col. 8, line 2-4). As to claims 
43,46 and 52, Gano discloses a casing comprising a sleeve 26 having a stress 
absorbing coating 38,48. 

Claims 1,6,8.9,14,15,18,19,22,27,29,30,35,36,39,40,43,46,48,50-52,54,56 and 
57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Bol 4,716,965. 

As to claims 1 and 14, Bol discloses (fig. 1) a method of casing a well comprising 
providing a casing comprising a sleeve 1 having a stress absorbing coating 5, placing 
the casing into the well 2. As to claims 6,15,27,36,48 and 54, the coating 5 is on the 
exterior surface. As to claims 8,18,29,39,50 and 56, there is no method step of coating 
and the claim only calls for a coated casing. How the coating is applied is not material. 
The coating could be applied in any manner and still produce a coated casing. As to 
claims 9,19,30,40,51 and 57, the coating comprises a resin or elastomer (col. 2, lines 
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26-33). As to claims 22 and 35, Bol discloses a method of reducing transmission of 
stress from a casing to a cement sheath comprising providing a casing comprising a 
sleeve 1 having a stress absorbing coating 5, placing the casing in the wellbore 2 to 
form an annulus and placing cement 3 into the annulus and allowing the cement 
composition to set within the annulus to bond the casing to the formation (col. 2, lines 
40-62). As to claims 43,46 and 52, Bol discloses a casing comprising a sleeve 1 having 
a stress absorbing coating 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 5,16,26,37,47 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bol in view of Gano (both described above). 

Bol does not disclose a coating on an interior surface. Gano teaches a coating 
on an interior surface to provide wear protection against contact from various tools 
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lowered into the casing (col. 9, lines 35-44). As it would be advantageous to have wear 
protection, it would have been obvious to modify the method and apparatus of Bol to 
have an interior coating in view of Gano's teaching that an interior coating prevents 
wear. 

Claims 10 ,11,13,21,34 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gano (described above). 

Gano discloses a casing collar 36 that hollow cylindrically shaped housing but 
does not disclose the coating being placed on the housing. Gano teaches that the 
coating 54 helps provide additional wear resistance (col. 10, lines 19-23). As it would 
be advantageous to have wear protection on the casing collar, it would have been 
obvious to modify Gano to have a coating on the surface of the casing collar. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4/17/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argues that neither Gano nor Bol disclose a stress absorbing 
material that is coated on the sleeve. Applicant further states that the stress absorbing 
layers of Gano and Bol are both bonded to the casing sleeve and not coated. From 
Webster's dictionary, the definition of coated is to cover or spread with.a finishing, 
protecting or enclosing layer. Clearly both stress absorbing layers in Gano and Bol 
cover the casing with a protecting or enclosing layer. The fact that the coated layer is 
bonded to the casing is not material in that a layer of stress absorbing material is still 
coated on the casing. With respect to the method claims, there is no step of coating, 
only a step of providing a coated casing. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new 112 rejections. 

This application contains claims 12 and 33 are drawn to an invention nonelected 
with traverse in Paper No. 4/17/06. A complete reply to the final rejection must include 
cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See 
MPEP §821 .01. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William P. Neuder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7032. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Bagnell can be reached on 571-272-6999. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




William P Neuder 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3672 
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